Social Studies Word List

English—Japanese Vocabulary for New York Grades K—2

<
Purpose. This list supports Japanese-speaking students and families learning early elementary social studies
vocabulary in Grades K=2. It covers maps and places, community roles, identity and culture, time and change,
simple economics, and inquiry with pictures and stories.

How to use it. Begin with the Core terms students hear in classroom routines, community talk, and simple map

work, then add the Useful terms as they compare places, describe traditions, and explain what they learn from
pictures and stories.

Contents Term count by area

Contents Area Terms
Geography 1 Geography 29
Civics 1 Civ 15
Culture 2 VIes

History 2 Culture 14
Economics 3 History 14
In_q_uiry 3 Economics 16
Civics (sorted) 5 Inquiry 19
Culture (sorted) 5

Economics (sorted) 6 Total 106
Geography (sorted) 6

History (sorted) 7

Inquiry (sorted) 7




NY Grades K-2 / English-Japanese Updated May 24, 2026

Geography

Grade Priority Student note / use

map #[ 59 K-2 shows places

globe IR 5EpS5E K-2 model of Earth

place i U & K-2 where something is

location B FU & K-2 where a place is on a map

school B Mol > K-2 a place where students
learn

home ES Wx K-2 place where a family lives

neighborhood SR EYVAVES K-2 Core area around home or
school

community A2 BWEL AL K-2 people who live and work
together

city it L K-2 large town where many
people live

state M Le> K-2 large part of a country

country <Iz K-2 a nation

world i BN K-2 all places on Earth

direction pays: ES5h< K-2 shows where to go

near M BH K-2 not far away

far E EHN K-2 not near

land Be n< K-2 solid ground

water 7 »9 K-2 lakes rivers and oceans

river ) s K-2 moving water on land

lake i HE S H K-2 Useful water surrounded by land

ocean o= Mk S K-2 very large body of salt
water

mountain L PE K-2 high land

hill [ B K-2 raised land smaller than a
mountain

park NE ST K-2 public outdoor place

street B0 E&BD K-2 road in a town or city

road Pk £52 K-2 path for cars and buses

bridge 1 &L K-2 structure that crosses
water or a road

region g B K-2 an area with shared
features

weather xR TAE K-2 what the air is like outside

season &S5l EEO K-2 time of year with common
weather

Civics

Grade Priority Student note / use

rule SRED EED) K-2 something people should
follow

leader Y—%— nD—f— K-2 person who helps guide
others

principal K& 5545 K-2 Useful leader of a school

teacher sk AL K-2 person who teaches
students

student it e K-2 person who learns at
school
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family Kik e < K-2 people who care for one
another

neighbor SO A =ALLEDDE K-2 person living nearby

helper FESA TORSVE K-2 person who helps others

firefighter M+ L&3ESL K-2 community worker who
fights fires

police officer BxE FLWEDhA K-2 community worker who
helps keep people safe

doctor & WL K-2 person who helps sick
people

nurse B Mh U K-2 person who cares for
patients

mail carrier HEES B> VAW DNA K-2 person who brings mail

librarian MEEE ELEDAWA K-2 person who works in a
library

mayor k=3 LE&> K-2 leader of a city or town

Culture

Grade Priority Student note / use

name 0 BEZ K-2 word used to identify a
person or place

self B9 LSA K-2 the person you are

belong FiEY % L&e<ds K-2 to be part of a group

group IIN—= B K-2 people together

friend RS EBEB K-2 person you like and trust

language EES FrT K-2 words people use to speak
and write

culture pe(d R K-2 shared ways people live
and celebrate

tradition 1= ThES K-2 something people do
again and again over time

holiday thE Ep50D K-2 special day of celebration
or remembrance

celebration ESETAN BLbL K-2 special event with people
together

food =37/ A1 K-2 something people eat

music =S A K-2 sounds people sing or play

clothing it < K-2 things people wear

symbol £ L5545 K-2 picture or object that

stands for something

History

BHAE Grade Priority Student note / use
past ) oHL K-2 time long ago
present = WE K-2 time right now
future HK H50 K-2 time that has not

happened yet
long ago I o DML K-2 time far in the past
today % =P K-2 this day
yesterday 7= DS K-2 the day before today
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tomorrow
calendar

day
month
year
before
after
change

Economics
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the day after today

chart that shows days and
months

a unitoftime

one part of a year
twelve months together
earlier in time

laterin time

to become different over
time

need
want

food need
shelter

clothing need

goods
services
money

buy
sell

save
spend

Jjob
worker

store

choice

Inquiry
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Student note / use

something people must
have

something people would
like to have

food people need to live

place where people live
safely

clothes people need to
wear

things people buy or use
work people do for others

what people use to buy
things

to get something with
money

to give something for
money

to keep money for later

to use money to buy
something

work a person does
person who does a job

place where people buy
things

decision between two or
more things

Student note / use

question

answer
observe
look closely
notice
compare

same
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K-2
K-2
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K-2

Priority

something you ask to
learn more

response to a question

to look carefully

to pay careful attention
to see or learn something

to see how things are alike
or different

not different
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different
picture

photograph

artifact
story

information
fact
evidence

describe

tell why
sequence
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K-2
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not the same

image that shows
something

real picture taken with a
camera

object from the past

telling about people or
events

facts you learn
something thatis true

details that help show
something is true

to tell about something
with words

to explain a reason
the order things happen
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Civics (sorted)

Grade

Student note / use

doctor
family
firefighter

helper
leader

librarian

mail carrier
mayor
neighbor
nurse

police officer

principal
rule

student

teacher
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Culture (sorted)
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Grade

Priority

Core

Core

Core

Core

Useful

Useful

Core

Core

Core

Priority

person who helps sick
people

people who care for one
another

community worker who
fights fires

person who helps others

person who helps guide
others

person who works in a
library

person who brings mail
leader of a city or town
person living nearby
person who cares for
patients

community worker who
helps keep people safe
leader of a school

something people should
follow

person who learns at
school

person who teaches
students

Student note / use

belong
celebration

clothing
culture

food
friend

group
holiday

language

music
name

self
symbol

tradition
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to be part of a group

special event with people
together

things people wear

shared ways people live
and celebrate

something people eat
person you like and trust
people together

special day of celebration
or remembrance

words people use to speak
and write

sounds people sing or play

word used to identify a
person or place

the person you are

picture or object that
stands for something

something people do
again and again over time
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Economics (sorted)

Grade

Student note / use

buy
choice
clothing need

food need
goods
job
money

need

save
sell

services
shelter

spend
store
want

worker
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Geography (sorted)

ANS)

Th<

EHHDDVDLD

FeEREDDODES
Lad oD

Lok

BH1

OD&S

e
2

S—0F
THEL &

Y]

HE

EFLWHD

Fies< 0

K-2
K-2
K-2
K-2
K-2
K-2
K-2
K-2

K-2
K-2

K-2
K-2

K-2

K-2

K-2

K-2

Grade

Priority
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to get something with
money

decision between two or
more things

clothes people need to
wear

food people need to live
things people buy or use
work a person does

what people use to buy
things

something people must
have

to keep money for later
to give something for
money

work people do for others
place where people live
safely

o use money to buy
something

place where people buy
things

something people would
like to have

person who does a job

bridge
hill

lake

land
mountain
ocean

park
region

river
road
season

street
water
weather
City

ERD
Y
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K-2

K-2
K-2
K-2
K-2

K-2
K-2

K-2
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K-2
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K-2

Priority

[Core
Core
[core
[core
Core
Core
[core
Core
Core
Core

Core

Core

Core

Core
Core

Core

Core
Core
Core

Core

Student note / use

structure that crosses
water or a road

raised land smaller than a
mountain

water surrounded by land
solid ground
high land

very large body of salt
water

public outdoor place

an area with shared
features

moving water on land
path for cars and buses

time of year with common
weather

road in a town or city
lakes rivers and oceans
what the air is like outside

large town where many
people live
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community e BWELpAL K-2 people who live and work
together

country iz K-2 a nation

direction HA ES M < K-2 Useful shows where to go

far = LB K-2 not near

globe RS x9S K-2 model of Earth

home = WZ K-2 place where a family lives

location B HL & K-2 where a place is on a map

map [ 59 K-2 shows places

near i =7 N0 K-2 not far away

neighborhood SEFT EAU& K-2 area around home or
school

place B FU & K-2 where something is

school B Mo > K-2 a place where students
learn

state N LS K-2 large part of a country

world 1t 57 Ehn K-2 all places on Earth

History (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

after % HE K-2 later intime

before El =2 K-2 earlier in time

calendar hLvs— MLATE— K-2 chartthat shows days and
months

change Z1k NA K-2 to become different over
time

day H 0} K-2 a unit of time

future Rk H5 0 K-2 time that has not
happened yet

long ago oo ForoHml K-2 time far in the past

month B o= K-2 one part of a year

past ] SHhU K-2 time long ago

present % WE K-2 time right now

today Sas =55 K-2 this day

tormorrow iE[= HLIk K-2 the day after today

year F cu K-2 twelve months together

yesterday iid= {05 K-2 the day before today

Inquiry (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

answer = Iz K-2 response to a question

artifact ZH Lb&> K-2 object from the past

compare B <5NB K-2 to see how things are alike
or different

describe BT S EOHNT B K-2 to tell about something
with words

different &S EMS K-2 not the same

evidence 2L L&sZ K-2 details that help show
something is true

fact H=E Lo K-2 something that is true
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information
look closely
notice
observe
photograph

picture
question

same
sequence
story

tell why
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facts you learn

to pay careful attention
to see or learn something
o look carefully

real picture taken with a
camera

image that shows
something

something you ask to
learn more

not different

the order things happen
telling about people or
events

to explain a reason
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