Social Studies Word List

Purpose. This list supports Japanese-speaking students and families learning high school social studies vocab-
ulary in Grades 9-12. It covers geography, history, civics, economics, and inquiry with sources, evidence, and

argument.

How to use it. Begin with the Core terms for reading, discussion, and source-based writing, then add the
Useful terms as students analyze systems, compare perspectives, and build more complex historical and civic

arguments.
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Geography

Grade

Priority

Student note / use

region
place
location

geospatial coordinate

system

strategic location

spatial distribution

map projection

population density

urbanization

migration

globalization

global supply chain

environmental policy

resource extraction

renewable resource

nonrenewable
resource

sustainability

resilience

land-use change

climate
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area defined by shared
features or connections
location with physical and
human characteristics
where something is
situated

framework for locating
places with latitude
longitude and other
mapped coordinates

location that matters
because of trade security
or political advantage

pattern showing how
people resources or
events are spread across
space

method of showing the
curved Earth on a flat map

number of people living in
agiven area

growth of cities and urban
life

movement of people from
one place to another

increasing connection
among countries and
peoples

linked steps through
which goods are
produced moved and sold
across countries

laws and plans for
protecting resources and
managing environmental
problems

removing useful materials
from the Earth for
economic use

resource replaced
naturally over time

resource that cannot be
replaced quickly

use of resources in a way
that can continue over
time

ability of people or
systems to respond to
disruption and recover

shiftin how land is
organized developed
farmed or protected

long-term pattern of
weather in a region
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climate change SUREE EISAAES 9-12 long-term shift in climate
patterns

scarcity O =L &SEW 9-12 condition of limited
resources and unlimited
wants

demographic UL LAZSTADA 9-12 pattern of population

transition change associated with

shifts in birth and death
rates over time

regional integration A BWEESSS 9-12 process through which
neighboring places
become more connected
economically politically or
culturally

resource management & EEE LIFADAD 9-12 planning and decision
making about how
resources are used
protected or distributed

supranational HBEZ AR 5£5ConFLE 9-12 organization formed by

organization multiple countries to

coordinate policy or solve
shared problems

cultural diffusion AR SAMTAINE 9-12 Useful spread of ideas beliefs
practices or goods from
one group or region to
another

demographic dividend AQMR—3 2 ChZSEFE—7%7 9-12 Useful economic potential that
can result when the
working-age population
grows relative to
dependents

remittance R 5EA 9-12 money sent by migrants to
family or communities in
another place or country

History

Grade Priority Student note / use
historical narrative i sk seus nELL&LwD 9-12 account that organizes
events and interpretation
into a coherent
explanation of the past

historical significance ES£#EZ M NELTELHSLSEW 9-12 judgment about why a
person event or
development matters in
history

contingency B ¢S EDEN 9-12 idea that outcomes
depend on choices
conditions and events that
could have happened

differently

change over time BEARIC &k B2 CIEWE L BAAD 9-12 ways people institutions
and ideas develop across
time

turning point g5t s ThAMATA 9-12 event that marks a
significant shift

historical context L 5 NELTERNFL 9-12 conditions surrounding an

event source or decision
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historical perspective  [ESR RS nELTELTA 9-12 understanding the past
through the values and
conditions of its time

empire #E Tzl 9-12 state ruling multiple lands
or peoples

imperialism HEEE TN L& 9-12 policy of extending power
over other lands or
peoples

colonization BRI L&<HaBh 9-12 process of settling and
controlling another
territory

cause BX FAWA 9-12 reason an event or
development happened

effect = Foh 9-12 result that followed from
an event or decision

proximate cause [EEEIEES L <EDTEFAVA 9-12 immediate factor that
triggered a larger event or
development

underlying factor HREHR BUFVES WA 9-12 deeper structural
condition shaping why
change became possible
or likely

unintended EELARVESR WE LW 5 A 9-12 outcome that was not

consequence planned or expected by
historical actors or
policymakers

revolution Ey < HU 9-12 major political or social
transformation

reform e VALY 9-12 change made to improve a
system or society

nationalism ExE% oL 9-12 strong identification with
and support for a nation

industrialization T#1t I5ELSH 9-12 shift toward

machine-based
manufacturing and
factory production

interpretation IR ML w < 9-12 reasoned explanation of
historical meaning

periodization BFRE S LN SRA 9-12 way historians divide the
pastinto meaningful
blocks of time
multicausality HAERE B ES VAN 9-12 idea that events usually
have more than one cause
historical FESLHER nELAVL < 9-12 reasoned explanation of
interpretation the past based on
evidence and perspective
decolonization friE R oL oL &< HABH 9-12 process by which colonies

gained independence or
ended outside imperial
rule

continuity and change #kfiz & 21t Fnzlenih 9-12 way historians track what
stayed the same and what
changed across time

authoritarianism HERESE FAWLpE 9-12 political system
emphasizing strong
central power and limited
political freedoms
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totalitarianism

genocide

Civics

AW E
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Grade

system in which the state
seeks extensive control
over public and private life

deliberate destruction of a
national ethnic racial or
religious group

Student note / use

government

constitution

popular sovereignty

republic

federalism

judicial review

constitutionalism

rule of law

due process

civil liberties
citizen
suffrage
public opinion

public policy

interest group

lobbying

petition

rights

responsibilities
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Priority

Core

system for making and
enforcing laws

foundational plan of a
government

principle that political
authority comes from the
people

government in which
citizens elect
representatives

division of power between
national and state
governments

power of courts to
evaluate whether laws or
actions fit the constitution

idea that government
power is limited by law and
a constitutional framework
principle that everyone is
subject to the law

fair legal procedures
protecting individual
rights

freedoms protected from
government interference

member of a country with
rights and responsibilities

right to vote in elections

views held by the public
that can shape elections
and policy decisions

government plan or
course of action on an
issue

organized group seeking
to influence policy

organized effort to
influence lawmakers or
government officials

formal request to
authorities signed by
supporters

legal or moral protections
or freedoms

duties expected of
members of society
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equal protection FERE U&oESEC 9-12 Core constitutional principle
requiring the law to treat
people fairly and without
unjust discrimination

justice % TnE 9-12 fairness in law institutions
and society

federalism EHEE NAES L& 9-12 division of power between
national and state
governments

due process BEFHE TEFNTOTE 9-12 requirement that
government follow fair
legal procedures

political platform BURARE BNESTS5D &S 9-12 statement of positions
and goals put forward by a
political group or
candidate

policy implementation EEENHE gTnaEdlol 9-12 Useful process of putting a law or
policy into action

civil discourse RIS LAATEWND 9-12 Useful respectful discussion of

public issues among
people with different views

precedent ) FAT 9-12 Useful earlier legal or
governmental example
used to guide later

decisions

civil society HRiHA Lda Lo 9-12 organizations and
associations outside
government that shape
public life

civic efficacy mRIERE LAATEDSZSH A 9-12 Useful belief that citizens can

understand issues and
influence public decisions

stakeholder MERRE DHNDAF VL » 9-12 Useful person or group affected
by or able to influence a
policy or decision

Economics

Grade Priority Student note / use
economy & FLE 9-12 system for producing
distributing and
consuming goods and

services

market equilibrium  #i51E LL&SEATS 9-12 point where supply and
demand meet and set an
exchange level

supply A Es5F0S 9-12 amount producers are
willing to sell

demand T Lodk> 9-12 amount consumers are
willing to buy

equilibrium price i EATSHHL 9-12 price level at which

quantity supplied and
quantity demanded are

balanced

monopoly Ik EL<BA 9-12 market structure in which
one seller dominates
supply
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incentive

marginal analysis

scarcity

comparative
advantage

productivity
trade
import
export

tariff
fiscal policy

taxation

inflation
recession
investment

capital

labor

market economy

elasticity

gross domestic
product

unemployment

standard of living

opportunity cost

trade-off
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pbenefit or cost that
influences decisions
decision-making method
comparing additional
costs and additional
benefits

condition of limited
resources relative to wants

ability to produce a good

at lower opportunity cost

than another producer or
country

amount produced relative
to resources used
exchange of goods and
services

good or service brought
into a country

good or service sold to
another country

tax on imported goods

use of government
spending and taxation to
influence economic
conditions

process of collecting
money for government
use

general rise in prices over
time

period of economic
decline

use of money or resources
for future return

money tools or resources
used to produce goods
and services

human work used in
production

economic system in which
prices and production are
guided largely by supply
demand and competition
measure of how much
buyers or sellers respond
to changes such as price

total value of goods and
services produced within a
country in a period of time

condition of being without
a job while seeking work

level of material well-being
and access to goods
services and opportunities

value of the next best
option given up when a
choice is made

exchange in which gaining
one thing requires giving
up another
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monetary policy

central bank

consumer price index

Inquiry and Interpretation
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Grade

Core

use of interest rates
money supply and central
bank actions to influence
the economy

institution responsible for
a country's money supply
and key financial policy
tools

measure tracking changes
in the prices paid by
consumers over time

Student note / use

document-based
question

historiographical
debate

quantitative evidence

claim
reliability

disciplinary lens

bias

corroboration

sourcing
contextualization
inference

line of reasoning

counterclaim
reasoning
analysis

thesis
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writing task that requires
analyzing documents and
building an
evidence-based historical
argument

scholarly disagreement
about how the past should
be interpreted

numerical data used to
supporta claim or
interpretation

statement that can be
supported by evidence

degree to which a source
can be trusted

way of examining an issue
through the methods and
questions of a field of
study

one-sided viewpoint that
shapes a source or
argument

confirmation by
comparing multiple
sources

considering who created a
source and why

placing a source or event
in its historical setting
conclusion drawn from
evidence and reasoning
clear sequence showing
how evidence and analysis
build toward a conclusion
position that challenges
the main argument
thinking that connects
evidence to a conclusion
careful study of sources
and ideas

main argument of an
essay or presentation
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annotation

paraphrase

summary

presentation

conclusion

synthesis

point of view

qualitative evidence

qualify a claim

rebuttal

source attribution

comparative data

source limitation

historical argument

evidence-based claim
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Useful

Useful

Core

Core

notes added to a text or
source to mark meaning
evidence or questions

restate source information
in new words

brief statement of main
ideas or findings

spoken communication of
research or argument

final claim or judgment
based on evidence
combining information
from multiple sources into
a coherent interpretation
or argument

position from which a
source or person sees and
explains events

descriptive evidence
drawn from words images
or observations rather
than numbers alone

adjustan argument to
reflect exceptions limits or
greater precision

response that explains
why an opposing claim is
weak or incomplete

clear indication of where
specific information or
evidence comes from
data used to compare
patterns conditions or
outcomes across cases or
time periods

way a source may be
incomplete narrow or
constrained by its origin
purpose or perspective

claim about the past
supported with evidence
reasoning and
interpretation

argument clearly
supported by relevant
evidence from sources or
data
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Civics (sorted)

Grade

Priority

Student note / use

due process

federalism

civil liberties

civil society

constitution

constitutionalism

due process

federalism

government

judicial review

popular sovereignty

precedent

republic

rule of law
citizen

civic efficacy

civil discourse

equal protection

interest group
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Core

requirement that
government follow fair
legal procedures

division of power between
national and state
governments

freedoms protected from
government interference

organizations and
associations outside
government that shape
public life

foundational plan of a
government

idea that government
power is limited by law and
a constitutional framework
fair legal procedures
protecting individual
rights

division of power between
national and state
governments

system for making and
enforcing laws

power of courts to
evaluate whether laws or
actions fit the constitution

principle that political
authority comes from the
people

earlier legal or
governmental example
used to guide later
decisions

government in which
citizens elect
representatives

principle that everyone is
subject to the law

member of a country with
rights and responsibilities

belief that citizens can
understand issues and
influence public decisions

respectful discussion of
public issues among
people with different views

constitutional principle
requiring the law to treat
people fairly and without
unjust discrimination

organized group seeking
to influence policy
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justice % FOE 9-12 fairness in law institutions
and society
lobbying O —&H LU0—=MD2ES 9-12 Useful organized effort to

influence lawmakers or
government officials

petition Bl FLhA 9-12 formal request to
authorities signed by
supporters

policy implementation BiEEH #LnE<lol 9-12 process of putting a law or
policy into action

political platform AR BNEST30D &S 9-12 statement of positions

and goals put forward by a
political group or
candidate

public opinion 15 £5h 9-12 views held by the public
that can shape elections
and policy decisions

public policy NI I5E&SBNEL 9-12 government plan or
course of action on an
issue

responsibilities T HEICA 9-12 duties expected of
members of society

rights ezl FAD 9-12 legal or moral protections
or freedoms

stakeholder FEBERE DHNDAFUVL P 9-12 person or group affected

by or able toinfluence a
policy or decision

suffrage SHUE SATNTA 9-12 right to vote in elections

Economics (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

comparative -t OD DS 9-12 ability to produce a good

advantage at lower opportunity cost
than another producer or
country

demand TE Lodk> 9-12 amount consumers are
willing to buy

economy = L 9-12 system for producing

distributing and
consuming goods and
services

elasticity G pallcz EAD & <L 9-12 measure of how much
buyers or sellers respond
to changes such as price

equilibrium price G EATSHHL 9-12 price level at which

quantity supplied and
quantity demanded are

balanced
incentive FH D> NA 9-12 benefit or cost that
influences decisions
marginal analysis BRI FADWRAYE 9-12 decision-making method

comparing additional
costs and additional
benefits
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market economy

market equilibrium

monopoly

opportunity cost

productivity

scarcity
supply

trade-off

capital

central bank

consumer price index

export

fiscal policy

gross domestic
product

import
inflation
investment
labor

monetary policy

recession

standard of living

tariff
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economic system in which
prices and production are
guided largely by supply
demand and competition
point where supply and
demand meetand setan
exchange level

market structure in which
one seller dominates
supply

value of the next best
option given up when a
choice is made

amount produced relative
to resources used
condition of limited
resources relative to wants
amount producers are
willing to sell

exchange in which gaining
one thing requires giving
up another

money tools or resources
used to produce goods
and services

institution responsible for
a country's money supply
and key financial policy
tools

measure tracking changes
in the prices paid by
consumers over time
good or service sold to
another country

use of government
spending and taxation to
influence economic
conditions

total value of goods and
services produced within a
country in a period of time

good or service brought
into a country

general rise in prices over
time

use of money or resources
for future return

human work used in
production

use of interest rates
money supply and central
bank actions to influence
the economy

period of economic
decline

level of material well-being
and access to goods
services and opportunities

tax on imported goods
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taxation

trade

unemployment
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Geography (sorted)

HEN

9-12

9-12

9-12

Grade

Core

process of collecting
money for government
use

exchange of goods and
services

condition of being without
a job while seeking work

Student note / use

climate
climate change

environmental policy

land-use change

nonrenewable
resource
renewable resource

resilience

resource extraction

resource management

scarcity

sustainability

cultural diffusion

demographic dividend

demographic
transition
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9-12

9-12

9-12

Priority

Core

long-term pattern of
weatherin a region

long-term shift in climate
patterns

laws and plans for
protecting resources and
managing environmental
problems

shiftin how land is
organized developed
farmed or protected

resource that cannot be
replaced quickly

resource replaced
naturally over time

ability of people or
systems to respond to
disruption and recover

removing useful materials
from the Earth for
economic use

planning and decision
making about how
resources are used
protected or distributed

condition of limited
resources and unlimited
wants

use of resources in a way
that can continue over
time

spread of ideas beliefs
practices or goods from
one group or region to
another

economic potential that
can result when the
working-age population
grows relative to
dependents

pattern of population
change associated with
shifts in birth and death
rates over time
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geospatial coordinate

system

global supply chain

globalization

location

map projection
migration

place

population density
region

regional integration

remittance

spatial distribution

strategic location

supranational
organization

urbanization
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History (sorted)
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LEWEESTD
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BADPLTERWS

5&0Zo0FLE

ELm

9-12

9-12

9-12

=12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

Grade

Useful

Useful

Core

framework for locating
places with latitude
longitude and other
mapped coordinates

linked steps through
which goods are
produced moved and sold
across countries

increasing connection
among countries and
peoples

where something is
situated

method of showing the
curved Earth on a flat map

movement of people from
one place to another

location with physical and
human characteristics
number of people living in
agiven area

area defined by shared
features or connections

process through which
neighboring places
become more connected
economically politically or
culturally

money sent by migrants to
family or communities in
another place or country

pattern showing how
people resources or
events are spread across
space

location that matters
because of trade security
or political advantage
organization formed by
multiple countries to
coordinate policy or solve
shared problems

growth of cities and urban
life

Student note / use

authoritarianism

cause

effect

BT F

GRS

fER

FAWLE

FAWA

Fom
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9-12

9-12

9-12

Priority

political system
emphasizing strong
central power and limited
political freedoms

reason an event or
development happened

result that followed from
an event or decision
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genocide

historical
interpretation

industrialization

interpretation
multicausality

nationalism

proximate cause

reform

revolution

totalitarianism

underlying factor

unintended
consequence

change over time

colonization

contingency

continuity and change

decolonization

empire
historical context

Nistorical narrative
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9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

Useful

Core

Core

Useful

Core

Core
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C
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=

Core

Useful

Useful

Core

Core

deliberate destruction of a
national ethnic racial or
religious group

reasoned explanation of
the past based on
evidence and perspective

shift toward
machine-based
manufacturing and
factory production

reasoned explanation of
historical meaning

idea that events usually
have more than one cause

strong identification with
and support for a nation

immediate factor that
triggered a larger event or
development

change made to improve a
system or society

major political or social
transformation

system in which the state
seeks extensive control
over public and private life

deeper structural
condition shaping why
change became possible
or likely

outcome that was not
planned or expected by
historical actors or
policymakers

ways people institutions
and ideas develop across
time

process of settling and
controlling another
territory

idea that outcomes
depend on choices
conditions and events that
could have happened
differently

way historians track what
stayed the same and what
changed across time

process by which colonies
gained independence or
ended outside imperial
rule

state ruling multiple lands
or peoples

conditions surrounding an
event source or decision
account that organizes
events and interpretation
into a coherent
explanation of the past
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historical perspective  ESHIES hElLTELTA 9-12 understanding the past
through the values and
conditions of its time

historical significance  ES#EZ M NELTECHSLSEW 9-12 judgment about why a
person event or
development matters in

history

imperialism BEFE TV L& 9-12 policy of extending power
over other lands or
peoples

periodization EEAVEE LW RA 9-12 way historians divide the

pastinto meaningful
blocks of time

turning point LR TADATA 9-12 event that marks a
significant shift

Inquiry and Interpretation (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

analysis DT RAEE 9-12 careful study of sources
and ideas
annotation ER B> L w< 9-12 notes added to a text or

source to mark meaning
evidence or questions

conclusion LE FozA 9-12 final claim or judgment
based on evidence

counterclaim FRER BATEWLBE &5 9-12 position that challenges
the main argument

evidence-based claim ZH#lic 6 & D< F5& LeSTicbed<Lnss 912 argument clearly

> supported by relevant

evidence from sources or
data

historical argument  FESL#IFHEE nELTEBALLS 9-12 claim about the past

supported with evidence
reasoning and
interpretation

line of reasoning RO B LSRDDTUHE 9-12 clear sequence showing
how evidence and analysis
build toward a conclusion

paraphrase SR AV 4 9-12 restate source information
in new words

presentation FR EEYFE 9-12 spoken communication of
research or argument

qualify a claim FRERES 3 Ls&5%FATVNTS 9-12 adjust an argument to
reflect exceptions limits or
greater precision

reasoning Wiz ZA0 9-12 thinking that connects
evidence to a conclusion

rebuttal &KX A< 9-12 response that explains
why an opposing claim is
weak or incomplete

source attribution HEEDR Lo > TABHWL 9-12 clear indication of where
specific information or
evidence comes from

summary 1 £35%< 9-12 brief statement of main
ideas or findings

thesis FLER EoSLALBSE &S 9-12 main argument of an

essay or presentation
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bias

claim

comparative data

contextualization

corroboration

disciplinary lens

document-based
question

historiographical
debate

inference

point of view

qualitative evidence

guantitative evidence

reliability

source limitation

sourcing

synthesis
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9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

C
(7]
(0]
—h
c

one-sided viewpoint that
shapes a source or
argument

statement that can be
supported by evidence

data used to compare
patterns conditions or
outcomes across cases or
time periods

placing a source or event
in its historical setting

confirmation by
comparing multiple
sources

way of examining an issue
through the methods and
questions of a field of
study

writing task that requires
analyzing documents and
building an
evidence-based historical
argument

scholarly disagreement
about how the past should
be interpreted

conclusion drawn from
evidence and reasoning

position from which a
source or person sees and
explains events

descriptive evidence
drawn from words images
or observations rather
than numbers alone
numerical data used to
support a claim or
interpretation

degree to which a source
can be trusted

way a source may be
incomplete narrow or
constrained by its origin
purpose or perspective

considering who created a
source and why

combining information
from multiple sources into
a coherent interpretation
or argument
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