Social Studies Word List

English—Japanese Vocabulary for New York Grades 68

<
Purpose. This list supports Japanese-speaking students and families learning middle school social studies vo-
cabulary in Grades 6-8. It covers geography, historical thinking, civics, economics, and inquiry with sources and
arguments.
How to use it. Begin with the Core terms for maps, history, government, and economics, then add the Useful
terms as students interpret sources, explain causation, and build arguments.

- J

Term count by area
Contents Area Torms
Geography 1
History 2 i?ig@phy ;g
Civics 2 Istory
Economics 4 Civics 26
Inquiry and Interpretation 5 Economics 26
Civics (sorted) 6 Inquiry and Interpretation 26
Economics (sorted) 7
Geography (sorted) 8 Total 128
History (sorted) 9 J
Inquiry and Interpretation (sorted) 10




NY Grades 6-8 / English-Japanese

Updated May 24, 2026

Geography

Grade

Priority

Student note / use

map scale
region

hemisphere
latitude

longitude

equator
prime meridian
absolute location

relative location

spatial pattern
population density
environment
natural resource
renewable resource
nonrenewable
resource
adaptation
modification
urbanization
migration
immigration

emigration

projection

distribution

sustainability

settlement
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Core

Core
Core
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Useful
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relationship between map
distance and real distance

area with shared features
half of the Earth
imaginary east-west line
measuring north-south
position

imaginary north-south
line measuring east-west
position

line halfway between the
poles

zero-degree longitude
line

exact place using
coordinates

place described
compared with another
place

how things are arranged
across space

number of people in a
given area

surrounding natural and
human-made conditions
material from nature that
people use

resource that can be
replaced naturally

resource that cannot be
replaced quickly

way people adjust to their
environment

change people make to
the environment

growth of cities and city
life

movement of people from
one place to another

moving into a new country

leaving one's country to
live elsewhere

method for showing
Earth's curved surface on
aflat map

arrangement of people
features or resources
across space

use of resources in a way
that can continue over
time

place where people
establish a community
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History
Grade Priority Student note / use

chronology ERJE RALRWC A 6-8 arranging events by time
order

era B L 6-8 long period of history with
shared features

periodization SEVESH RN RA 6-8 dividing history into
periods

turning point S5 TADATA 6-8 event that caused major
change

continuity frmElE Fuedgn 6-8 things that stayed the
same over time

change over time BRIC £ B LW & BAAN 6-8 how people and societies
changed

ancient HRD 2RV 6-8 from the distant past

medieval GIE0) 505800 6-8 from the Middle Ages

modern RO EARND 6-8 related to more recent
historical periods

century 12 TnE 6-8 period of one hundred
years

cause R FhWA 6-8 reason something
happened

effect e F o 6-8 what happened as a result

short-term cause FEEGIN) N FEAhETEFAWA 6-8 recent event leading to
change

long-term cause REHERE &5 TEFAVA 6-8 deeper condition leading
to change

consequence VRS =D 6-8 important result of an
event or decision

interpretation IR ML < 6-8 explanation of historical
meaning

historical context ELRE S NELTERNFN 6-8 conditions surrounding an
event or source

revolution B < HU 6-8 major political or social
change

reform WE IAYIEY 6-8 change made to improve a
system

empire #E Tl 6-8 state ruling many lands or
peoples

civilization SCAR RADU 6-8 complex society with cities
and institutions

timeline % RAT &S 6-8 visual line showing events
intime order

sequenceofevents  HEEDIEF TECEDUBAL & 6-8 order in which historical
events happened

trigger =¥ EohF 6-8 event that starts or sets off
a larger development

consequence S o 6-8 result that follows from an
action or event

Civics
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Grade

government

constitution

democracy

republic

monarchy

legislative branch
executive branch

judicial branch
separation of powers
checks and balances
citizen

right

responsibility
liberty

equality

Justice
civic participation

vote

petition
advocacy
public policy

public policy

branch of government

Civic participation

petition

freedom of speech
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Student note / use
system that makes and
enforces rules
foundational plan of
government

government based on
participation by the
people

government where
citizens elect
representatives
government led by a king
or gqueen

branch that makes laws
branch that carries out
laws

branch that interprets
laws

division of government
powers among branches
ways branches limit each
other

member of a country with
rights and duties

freedom or protection
guaranteed by law

duty expected of a citizen

freedom to act within the
law

fair treatment under the
law

fairness in society and law

taking part in community
or government life

choose leaders or decide
issues

formal request signed by
people

speaking or acting in
support of a cause

government plan or
course of action

plan or action adopted by
government to address an
issue

major part of government
with different powers and
duties

ways people take partin
public life and
government

formal request signed by
people and sent to those
in authority

right to express opinions
and ideas
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Economics

Grade Priority Student note / use

economy B FLEn 6-8 system for producing and
using goods and services

producer e BLEALP 6-8 person or business that
makes goods or services

consumer HEE L&>0UL% 6-8 person who buys or uses
goods or services

market 15 L& 6-8 place or system where
buying and selling happen

supply B Es5F0S 6-8 amount producers are
willing to sell

demand TE Lodk> 6-8 amount consumers are
willing to buy

price it A< 6-8 amount paid for a good or
service

competition B EL5%5 6-8 rivalry among producers
or sellers

scarcity o ZEL&LSEL 6-8 condition of limited
resources and wants

opportunity cost HaE ENNDES 6-8 value of the next best
choice given up

specialization Edl( TABAD 6-8 focus on making one kind
of product or work

trade x5 I5RE 6-8 exchange of goods or
services

barter UEE'S: RORDISDA 6-8 direct trade without
money

currency B o5 6-8 money used in a country
or region

tax i # 6-8 money collected by
government

budget Fu L&A 6-8 plan for spending and
saving money

savings B 585< 6-8 money kept for future use

investment %a E350 6-8 use of money or resources
for future gain

import PN DIz S 6-8 good broughtinto a
country

export i LD 6-8 good sent to another
country

interdependence HEKE ESTVEA 6-8 reliance of people or
countries on one another

economic system R FUEWnEL 6-8 way a society organizes
production and trade

productivity BN BNEAEL 6-8 amount of output
produced from a given
amount of work or
resources

labor 518 2585 6-8 human effort used to
produce goods and
services

profit k=3 Nz 6-8 money left after costs are
paid

entrepreneur R EEL5D 6-8 person who starts and

manages a business
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Inquiry and Interpretation

Grade

Priority

Student note / use

primary source
secondary source
evidence

claim

reliability
perspective

bias

corroborate
quotation

Citation

inference
argument
counterargument
reasoning
analysis
summary

paraphrase
presentation

audience
thesis
conclusion
artifact analysis

context

topic sentence

relevant evidence

explanation
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6-5

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8
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6-5
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Core

Core

source created during the
time studied

source created later about
the past

information used to
support a claim

statement that can be
supported with evidence

how dependable a source
[S

point of view shaped by
position or experience

one-sided viewpointin a
source or argument

confirm with another
source

exact words taken from a
source

reference showing where
information came from
conclusion based on
evidence and reasoning

claim supported by
reasons and evidence
response to an opposing
idea

thinking that connects
evidence to a claim

careful study of evidence
and ideas

brief statement of main
points

restate in different words

spoken explanation of
research or argument

people listening or
reading

main argument of a piece
of writing

final statement drawn
from evidence

careful study of an object
to learn about the past

background or
circumstances that help
explain a source or event

sentence stating the main
idea of a paragraph

evidence that directly
supports the point being
made

clear statement showing
how evidence supports an
idea
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Civics (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

branch of government B 0 #BFI BNRDRE A 6-8 major part of government
with different powers and
duties

civic participation RS LA EAD 6-8 ways people take part in
public life and
government

public policy NI Z3F &S5BS 6-8 plan or action adopted by
government to address an
Issue

checks and balances — #%l & 154 EENEEATS 6-8 ways branches limit each
other

constitution ik FAIES 6-8 foundational plan of
government

democracy REFH HALp L 6-8 government based on
participation by the
people

executive branch TERRE LS50 6-8 branch that carries out
laws

government BT U5 6-8 system that makes and
enforces rules

judicial branch BEAF LIES S 6-8 branch that interprets
laws

legislative branch AT DSESS 6-8 branch that makes laws

monarchy B <ALBEWL 6-8 government led by a king
or queen

republic HAIE Ee5HT< 6-8 government where
citizens elect
representatives

separation of powers ~ =H4I1 SATARADD 6-8 division of government
powers among branches

freedom of speech SO EH FABADUDS 6-8 right to express opinions
and ideas

petition E DA 6-8 formal request signed by
people and sent to those
in authority

advocacy ] £5ThoES 6-8 speaking or acting in
support of a cause

citizen R LA 6-8 member of a country with
rights and duties

civic participation =gl LA EAD 6-8 taking part in community
or government life

equality T (R 6-8 fair treatment under the
law

justice st FUNE 6-8 fairness in society and law

liberty B Lip> 6-8 freedom to act within the
law

petition B FLHA 6-8 formal request signed by
people

public policy NI Z53F &S5BS 6-8 government plan or
course of action

responsibility BT HEICA 6-8 duty expected of a citizen

right ezl FAD 6-8 freedom or protection

guaranteed by law
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vote

Economics (sorted)

HETD

ESV&DT D

6-8

Grade

Core

choose leaders or decide
issues

Student note / use

competition
consumer
demand
economy

labor

market
opportunity cost
price

producer

productivity

scarcity
specialization
supply

barter

budget

currency
economic system
entrepreneur
export

import
interdependence
investment

profit

savings
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rivalry among producers
orsellers

person who buys or uses
goods or services

amount consumers are
willing to buy

system for producing and
using goods and services

human effort used to
produce goods and
services

place or system where
buying and selling happen
value of the next best
choice given up

amount paid for a good or
service

person or business that
makes goods or services
amount of output
produced from a given
amount of work or
resources

condition of limited
resources and wants
focus on making one kind
of product or work
amount producers are
willing to sell

direct trade without
money

plan for spending and
saving money

money used in a country
or region

way a society organizes
production and trade
person who starts and
manages a business
good sent to another
country

good brought into a
country

reliance of people or
countries on one another
use of money or resources
for future gain

money left after costs are
paid

money kept for future use
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tax B 0 6-8 money collected by
government

trade %5 IORE 6-8 exchange of goods or
services

Geography (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

adaptation b)) TERS 6-8 Core way people adjust to their
environment

emigration BRELUTOLEE WHAELTDULY 5 < 6-8 leaving one's country to
live elsewhere
environment BB NAE LD 6-8 Core surrounding natural and
human-made conditions
immigration BREUTOAE WHAELTDICH S < 6-8 Core moving into a new country
migration BE WS 6-8 Core movement of people from
one place to another
modification WE DNANA 6-8 change people make to
the environment
natural resource RAER ThhAULIFA 6-8 Core material from nature that
people use
nonrenewable BENEEIR TVEWVWSRDS LIFA 6-8 resource that cannot be
resource replaced quickly
renewable resource BATEER SVEVADS LITA 6-8 resource that can be
replaced naturally
settlement JE{EHE ELUS5 6-8 Core place where people
establish a community
sustainability Froe B AEIE LZ2<hD5EN 6-8 use of resources in a way
that can continue over
time
urbanization k(e ELp 6-8 growth of cities and city
life
absolute location X ALE Tofzhvng 0-8 exact place using

coordinates
distribution gaxiis} VIS 6-8 RSl  arrangement of people
features or resources
across space
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equator TRE gTEES 6-8 Core line halfway between the
poles

hemisphere FER FAEwS 6-8 Core half of the Earth

latitude = e 6-8 Core imaginary east-west line
measuring north-south
position

longitude RE Fune 6-8 Core imaginary north-south
line measuring east-west
position

map scale AN L dLe< 6-8 Core relationship between map
distance and real distance

population density AOZE CAZS>HDE 6-8 Core number of peoplein a
given area

prime meridian KU FFR FALLLCEA 6-8 zero-degree longitude
line

projection HIRIRED: 53ES52WED 6-8 method for showing
Earth's curved surface on
aflat map

region o ENE 6-8 Core area with shared features
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relative location B ESfVWE 6-8 place described
compared with another
place

spatial pattern 2RI/ — <SMATEE—A 6-8 how things are arranged

across space

History (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

cause R Fhla 6-8 reason something
happened

civilization 2EA RADL 6-8 complex society with cities
and institutions

consequence JEE 3O 6-8 important result of an
event or decision

effect wR Foh 6-8 what happened as a result

empire HE Tnzl 6-8 state ruling many lands or
peoples

historical context FERmE S nELTERVLFL 6-8 conditions surrounding an
event or source

interpretation IR ML < 6-8 explanation of historical
meaning

long-term cause RHNERE &3 TEFAVA 6-8 deeper condition leading
to change

reform WE IAYIRY 6-8 change made to improve a
system

revolution e A< DN 6-8 major political or social
change

short-term cause EEMRE FAETEFAWA 6-8 recent event leading to
change

consequence &R F o 6-8 result that follows from an
action or event

trigger Eoh Eo S 6-8 event that starts or sets off
a larger development

ancient HRO ZREWD 6-8 from the distant past

century EE TnE 6-8 period of one hundred
years

change over time BRI £ B2 CRWZ&BAAD 6-8 how people and societies
changed

chronology ERJE RARWC A 6-8 arranging events by time
order

continuity fkmEtE Fuedgn 6-8 things that stayed the
same over time

era (ST Cren 6-8 long period of history with
shared features

medieval RO 59580 6-8 from the Middle Ages

modern ERD EALND 6-8 related to more recent
historical periods

periodization EIAVECH LW RA 6-8 dividing history into
periods

sequence ofevents  HEEDIER TEZEDLwAL & 6-8 order in which historical
events happened

timeline FR RATES 6-8 visual line showing events
intime order

turning point LR TADATA 6-8 event that caused major
change
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Inquiry and Interpretation (sorted)

Grade

analysis
argument
audience
conclusion
counterargument

explanation

paraphrase
presentation

reasoning

relevant evidence

summary
thesis

topic sentence
artifact analysis
bias

citation

claim

context

corroborate
evidence
inference
perspective
primary source
quotation
reliability

secondary source
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6-5

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-3

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-3

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

Priority

Student note / use

careful study of evidence
and ideas

claim supported by
reasons and evidence
people listening or
reading

final statement drawn
from evidence

response to an opposing
idea

clear statement showing
how evidence supports an
idea

restate in different words

spoken explanation of
research or argument

thinking that connects
evidence to a claim
evidence that directly
supports the point being
made

brief statement of main
points

main argument of a piece
of writing

sentence stating the main
idea of a paragraph
careful study of an object
to learn about the past
one-sided viewpointin a
source or argument
reference showing where
information came from
statement that can be
supported with evidence
background or
circumstances that help
explain a source or event
confirm with another
source

information used to
support a claim
conclusion based on
evidence and reasoning
point of view shaped by
position or experience
source created during the
time studied

exact words taken from a
source

how dependable a source
is

source created later about
the past
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