ELA Word List

English—Japanese Vocabulary for New Yor

kK Grades 9-12

Purpose. This list supports Japanese-speaking students and families learning high school English language arts
vocabulary in Grades 9-12. It covers literary interpretation, informational reading, argument, research, analytical

writing, and academic discussion.
How to use it. Begin with the Core terms for close reading,

add the Useful terms as students analyze rhetoric, evaluate sources, and refine more complex interpretations.
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essay writing, and evidence-based discussion, then

Contents
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Language and Vocabulary
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Speaking and Listening

Language and Vocabulary (sorted)
Reading Informational Text (sorted)
Reading Literature (sorted)
Speaking and Listening (sorted)

Term count by area

Area Terms
Reading Literature 25
Reading Informational Text 26
Language and Vocabulary 14
Writing 35
Speaking and Listening 28
Total 128
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Reading Literature

Grade

Student note / use

theme

motif

complex character
character arc
interpretation

ambiguity

paradox

frony

allusion
symbolism

tone

point of view
narrator reliability
structure

syntax

diction
figurative language

metaphor
imagery
Jjuxtaposition
foreshadowing

archetype

tragic flaw
fragmentation
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Priority

Core

Useful

Core

Useful

Core
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Core

Core

Core

Core
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Useful

Useful

Useful

Useful
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centralidea developed
across a literary text

recurring image or idea
that supports a theme

character with layered
traits and motivations

how a character changes
over the course of a text
reasoned understanding
of meaning in a text

meaning that can be
understood in more than
one way

statement that seems
contradictory but may
reveal truth

contrast between
expectation and reality
reference to another text
event or figure

use of symbols to suggest
larger meaning

attitude conveyed by a
speaker or writer
perspective from which a
story s told

whether a narrator can be
fully trusted

overall organization of a
literary work
arrangement of words and
phrases in sentences
author choice of words
language used beyond
literal meaning
comparison without using
like or as

language appealing to the
senses

placing things side by side
for effect or contrast

clue suggesting later
events

recurring character type
or pattern found across
texts

character weakness that
contributes to a downfall
broken or noncontinuous
structure used for effect
style that presents the flow
of a character's thoughts
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Reading Informational Text

Grade

Priority

Student note / use

authorial stance

author’s purpose

conceptual
development

Synopsis

critical precis

evidence
inference
implication
nuance

text structure

claim

qualification

reasoning

rhetoric

rhetorical appeal

logical fallacy
credibility
source

scholarly source

peer review

synthesis
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Useful

Useful

position or orientation a
writer takes toward a
subject or argument

reason an author wrote a
text

way a writer builds an
abstract idea through
examples distinctions and
reasoning

brief high-level account of
the major content of a text

compact summary
capturing a text's
argument purpose and
rhetorical moves

textual proof supporting a
point

conclusion drawn from
evidence and reasoning

meaning suggested
rather than directly stated

small difference in
meaning or tone

organizational pattern of a
text

assertion an author tries
to support

statement that narrows a
claim to make it more
precise or defensible

thinking that links
evidence to aclaim

language choices used to
persuade or affect an
audience

method of persuasion
such as logic emotion or
credibility

error in reasoning that
weakens an argument

quality of being believable
and trustworthy

text media or evidence
used in research

source produced for an
academic audience using
disciplinary methods and
evidence

process in which experts
evaluate work before
publication

combining ideas from
multiple sources
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subclaim

qualifier

annotation

corroboration

source credibility

Language and Vocabulary
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Grade

Core

Useful

Useful

Useful

Core

smaller claim that
supports a larger
argument

word or phrase that limits
the strength or scope of a
claim

note added to a text to
mark ideas questions or
evidence

confirmation of an idea by
comparing multiple
sources

worthiness of trustin a
source based on evidence
and authorship

Student note / use

disciplinary discourse

domain-specific
vocabulary
register

semantic shift

tone word
precise language

syntactic complexity

subordinate clause

rhetorical syntax

text cohesion

cohesive device

parallel structure

subordinate clause

euphemism
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language patterns and
conventions used in a
particular field of study

words specialized to one
subject area

level of formality and style
appropriate to a situation
or audience

change in the meaning or
use of a word across
context or time

word used to describe an
author's tone

carefully chosen exact
wording

degree to which sentence
structures are layered
varied and sophisticated

clause that depends on
another clause
sentence structure used
deliberately to create
emphasis rhythm or
persuasion

way language features tie
parts of a text together
into a unified whole

word phrase or structure
that links sentences ideas
or sections clearly

repetition of a
grammatical pattern for
clarity or emphasis

clause that cannot stand
alone as a complete
sentence

mild expression used in
place of a harsher or more
direct one
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Writing

Grade Priority Student note / use

thesis E 2 AR 9-12 main argument or
controlling idea of an
essay

topic sentence T U WRA 9-12 sentence stating the main
point of a paragraph

textual evidence A DIRHL FBARADIAE & 9-12 quoted or paraphrased
proof from a text

commentary ER I5&2 9-12 writer explanation of how
evidence supports a point

literary criticism ST RNV &S 9-12 formal interpretation and

evaluation of a literary
work using analytical

concepts
interpretive claim BRRICH & DCER ML <icbeD< Lt 9-12 claim about what a text
&2 means
line of reasoning mON 5D 9-12 logical sequence of

connected ideas

formal style TR 73344 FWLETERRIATWN 9-12 Core appropriate academic
tone for school writing

C [
7 @
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conclusion L=kl 7225 A 9-12 Core ending that follows from
the analysis

research-based AEICH &D Gmak 5&53ICbED<CBALE 912 Core argument developed

argument > through investigation

synthesis and

documented evidence
claim and ITRERIWER LwbsdEldAlcbbigA  9-12 Core pair of supporting and
counterclaim opposing positions
rebuttal &) YV 9-12 response that challenges
a counterclaim
research question WTZCERE FAEp SHIEN 9-12 Core question guiding
investigation and
evidence gathering
Jjudging guality and
usefulness of sources
attribution HHERATTR Liw>Th®HWND 9-12 Core clear acknowledgment of
where ideas quotations or
evidence originated

source evaluation =S i LDh&S50&5H 9-12

quote 51X WA S SA 9-12 Core exact words from a source

synthesis paragraph &% EST31EABL 9-12 Core paragraph that combines
evidence from multiple
sources into one analytical
point

c C
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plagiarism = ESLS 9-12 using another's work
without proper credit

works cited 5|~ — & WAL S SAFTAWESA 9-12 list of sources used in a
paper

substantive revision — WAEDHERL BNESHADT NS S 9-12 reworking ideas evidence

and organization rather
than only correcting
surface errors

line edit X LAJLDBIE RANNBD I SEWN 9-12 Core careful editing of
sentence-level wording
clarity and correctness
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revision memo

organization

revision strategy

peer review

clarity

concise

analytical depth

lens

methodology

signal phrase

in-text citation

coherence

stylistic choice

precision
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Speaking and Listening
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writer reflection explaining
major changes made
during revision

arrangement of ideasin a
piece of writing

planned way to improve a
draft

feedback from another
studenton a draft

ease with which ideas can
be understood

clear and brief without
extra words

extent to which writing
moves beyond summary
into precise interpretation
and insight

particular perspective
through which a writer
interprets a text or issue

systematic approach used
to gather or analyze
information

phrase that introduces
quoted or paraphrased
material

source reference included
within the writing itself

quality of ideas fitting
together clearly and
logically

deliberate decision about
language or structure to
shape meaning

careful exact use of
language and evidence

socratic dialogue

seminar
collaborate
build on an idea

clarify

respond thoughtfully

perspective

V5T AN

©3F 5%

[Pl

BRREZRESES

BEHEIC T &

EZUNET S

B

5T LELVWD

THBR—EDBA

500 x5

WiHAZIF> TASED

HUHICT B

DANZTESESTS

M Th

Page 5of 14

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

Priority

Useful

Core

Core

Core

Core

Core

Student note / use
discussion driven by
questioning interpretation
and evidence-based
response

academic discussion built
around a text or question
work with others
productively in discussion
extend what another
speaker has said

make an idea easier to
understand

answer in a reasoned and
relevant way

particular viewpoint in
discussion or analysis
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qualify a claim

concede
refute

evidence-based
discussion

presentation

rhetorical situation

warrant

multimedia
visual aid

platform

digital source
media literacy

critique

salience

rhetorical strategy

delivery

formal presentation

discussion question

discussion norm

synthesize ideas
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Useful

Useful

Core

Core

Useful

Useful

Core

Core

Useful

Useful

adjust a statement to
reflect exceptions limits or
stronger precision

admit part of an opposing
point

show why an opposing
argument is weak or false

talk grounded in textual
support

planned spoken
communication to an
audience
relationship among
speaker audience
purpose context and
message

underlying assumption or
principle that connects
evidence to a claim
combination of text sound
Images or video

image chart or slide that
supports a presentation

specific channel or
environment through
which a message reaches
an audience

online or electronic source
of information

ability to analyze and
evaluate media messages

evaluate strengths
weaknesses and
effectiveness using
explicit criteria

degree to which
information stands out as
important for an audience
or purpose

planned method for
shaping audience
response through
structure tone and
evidence

way a speaker uses voice
pace and emphasis

organized academic
presentation for an
audience

question used to open or
guide academic
conversation

shared expectation for
productive and respectful
academic discussion
combine multiple
perspectives or pieces of
evidence into a stronger
understanding
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source attribution HEBER Lo >TABHWL 9-12 clear identification of
where quoted or
referenced material
comes from

Page 7 of 14



NY Grades 9-12 / English-Japanese

Updated May 24, 2026

Language and Vocabulary (sorted)

Grade

cohesive device

disciplinary discourse

domain-specific
vocabulary

precise language

register

rhetorical syntax

semantic shift

subordinate clause

syntactic complexity

text cohesion

tone word

euphemism

parallel structure

subordinate clause
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Reading Informational Text (sorted)

9-12

9-12

9-12
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Priority
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Useful

Student note / use

word phrase or structure
thatlinks sentences ideas
or sections clearly

language patterns and
conventions used in a
particular field of study

words specialized to one
subject area

carefully chosen exact
wording

level of formality and style
appropriate to a situation
or audience

sentence structure used
deliberately to create
emphasis rhythm or
persuasion

change in the meaning or
use of a word across
context or time

clause that depends on
another clause

degree to which sentence
structures are layered
varied and sophisticated

way language features tie
parts of a text together
into a unified whole

word used to describe an
author's tone

mild expression used in
place of a harsher or more
direct one

repetition of a
grammatical pattern for
clarity or emphasis

clause that cannot stand
alone as a complete
sentence

Student note / use

claim
credibility
logical fallacy

peer review
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9-12

9-12

9-12

9-12

Priority

assertion an author tries
to support

quality of being believable
and trustworthy

error in reasoning that
weakens an argument

process in which experts
evaluate work before
publication
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qualification

reasoning

rhetoric

rhetorical appeal

scholarly source

source

synthesis

author's purpose

authorial stance

conceptual
development

critical precis

evidence

implication

inference

nuance

qualifier

subclaim

Synopsis
text structure

annotation

corroboration

source credibility
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statement that narrows a
claim to make it more
precise or defensible

thinking that links
evidence to a claim

language choices used to
persuade or affect an
audience

method of persuasion
such as logic emotion or
credibility

source produced for an
academic audience using
disciplinary methods and
evidence

text media or evidence
used in research

combining ideas from
multiple sources

reason an author wrote a
text

position or orientation a
writer takes toward a
subject or argument

way a writer builds an
abstract idea through
examples distinctions and
reasoning

compact summary
capturing a text's
argument purpose and
rhetorical moves

textual proof supporting a
point

meaning suggested
rather than directly stated

conclusion drawn from
evidence and reasoning

small difference in
meaning or tone

word or phrase that limits
the strength or scope of a
claim

smaller claim that
supports a larger
argument

brief high-level account of
the major content of a text

organizational pattern of a
text

note added to a text to
mark ideas questions or
evidence

confirmation of an idea by
comparing multiple
sources

worthiness of trust in a
source based on evidence
and authorship
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Reading Literature (sorted)

Grade

Priority

Student note / use

diction
figurative language

foreshadowing
fragmentation
imagery
Jjuxtaposition
metaphor
narrator reliability
point of view
stream of
consciousness
structure
syntax

allusion

ambiguity

archetype

character arc
complex character
interpretation
irony

motif

paradox

symbolism
theme
tone

tragic flaw
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author choice of words

language used beyond
literal meaning

clue suggesting later
events

broken or noncontinuous
structure used for effect
language appealing to the
senses

placing things side by side
for effect or contrast
comparison without using
like or as

whether a narrator can be
fully trusted

perspective from which a
story is told

style that presents the flow
of a character’s thoughts

overall organization of a
literary work

arrangement of words and
phrases in sentences

reference to another text
event or figure

meaning that can be
understood in more than
one way

recurring character type
or pattern found across
texts

how a character changes
over the course of a text
character with layered
traits and motivations
reasoned understanding
of meaning in a text

contrast between
expectation and reality
recurring image or idea
that supports a theme
statement that seems
contradictory but may
reveal truth

use of symbols to suggest
larger meaning
centralidea developed
across a literary text
attitude conveyed by a
speaker or writer

character weakness that
contributes to a downfall
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Speaking and Listening (sorted)

Grade

Priority

Student note / use

build on anidea
clarify
collaborate
concede

discussion norm

evidence-based
discussion
perspective

qualify a claim

refute
respond thoughtfully
seminar

socratic dialogue

synthesize ideas

critique

delivery

digital source

discussion question

formal presentation

media literacy
multimedia

platform
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extend what another
speaker has said

make an idea easier to
understand

work with others
productively in discussion

admit part of an opposing
point

shared expectation for
productive and respectful
academic discussion

talk grounded in textual
support

particular viewpoint in
discussion or analysis

adjust a statement to
reflect exceptions limits or
stronger precision

show why an opposing
argument is weak or false

answer in a reasoned and
relevant way

academic discussion built
around a text or question

discussion driven by
guestioning interpretation
and evidence-based
response

combine multiple
perspectives or pieces of
evidence into a stronger
understanding

evaluate strengths
weaknesses and
effectiveness using
explicit criteria

way a speaker uses voice
pace and emphasis

online or electronic source
of information

question used to open or
guide academic
conversation

organized academic
presentation for an
audience

ability to analyze and
evaluate media messages

combination of text sound
images or video

specific channel or
environment through
which a message reaches
an audience
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presentation FR EoU&S 9-12 planned spoken
communication to an
audience

rhetorical situation SRR LS50 TELLESELD 9-12 relationship among

speaker audience
purpose context and

message

rhetorical strategy CEaapat Lp>LTEESD L 9-12 planned method for
shaping audience
response through
structure tone and
evidence

salience EE S AL &S 9-12 degree to which

information stands out as
important for an audience
or purpose

source attribution HERERR Lo >TABHWL 9-12 clear identification of
where quoted or
referenced material

comes from
visual aid B LA<LD &S 9-12 image chart or slide that
supports a presentation
warrant EE ) BAE & 9-12 underlying assumption or

principle that connects
evidence to a claim

Writing (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

commentary EE T5ED 9-12 writer explanation of how
evidence supports a point

conclusion e F2o3A 9-12 ending that follows from
the analysis

formal style iz pee e FWLETERRIALL 9-12 appropriate academic
tone for school writing

interpretive claim BRICH D ER MPaLp<icbEd<Lps 912 claim about what a text

&5 means

line of reasoning WOFN 2 A DBEHN 9-12 logical sequence of
connected ideas

literary criticism ST RAM VD &S 9-12 formal interpretation and
evaluation of a literary
work using analytical
concepts

textual evidence A DAL EARADTAE & 9-12 quoted or paraphrased
proof from a text

thesis EL 2 AR 9-12 main argument or
controlling idea of an
essay

topic sentence TRET L WNRA 9-12 sentence stating the main

point of a paragraph
attribution HERERTR Liw>Th®HWND 9-12 Core clear acknowledgment of

where ideas quotations or
evidence originated

()
o
=
()

claim and FRERMER Lws &S ElFAlcbniA 912 pair of supporting and

counterclaim opposing positions

in-text citation A3 AR BARAESSDVALSD  9-12 source reference included
£OE within the writing itself
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lens

methodology

plagiarism

quote
rebuttal

research question

research-based
argument

signal phrase

source evaluation

synthesis paragraph

works cited

analytical depth

clarity

coherence

concise

line edit

organization
peer review
precision

revision memo

revision strategy

stylistic choice
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particular perspective
through which a writer
interprets a text or issue

systematic approach used
to gather or analyze
information

using another’s work
without proper credit

exact words from a source

response that challenges
a counterclaim

question guiding
investigation and
evidence gathering

argument developed
through investigation
synthesis and
documented evidence

phrase that introduces
quoted or paraphrased
material

Jjudging quality and
usefulness of sources
paragraph that combines
evidence from multiple
sources into one analytical
point

list of sources usedin a
paper

extent to which writing
moves beyond summary
into precise interpretation
and insight

ease with which ideas can
be understood

quality of ideas fitting
together clearly and
logically

clear and brief without
extra words

careful editing of
sentence-level wording
clarity and correctness

arrangement of ideasin a
piece of writing

feedback from another
student on a draft
careful exact use of
language and evidence

writer reflection explaining
major changes made
during revision

planned way to improve a
draft

deliberate decision about
language or structure to
shape meaning
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substantive revision

PO DHERY

BWESHADITNTS
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9-12

Core

reworking ideas evidence
and organization rather
than only correcting
surface errors
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