ELA Word List

English—Japanese Vocabulary for New York Grades 6—8

Purpose. This list supports Japanese-speaking students and families learning middle school English language
arts vocabulary in Grades 6-8. It covers literary analysis, informational reading, academic language, text-based
writing, and discussion.

How to use it. Begin with the Core terms for close reading, written responses, and class discussion, then add
the Useful terms as students analyze author choices, build arguments, and evaluate sources.

Term count by area
Contents Area Terms
Reading Literature 1 Reading Literat o5
Reading Informational Text 1 Sacing LIMeratlre
Language and Vocabulary 2 Reading Informational Text 26
Writing 3 Language and Vocabulary 27
Speaking and Listening 4 Writing 27
Language and Vocabulary (sorted) 6 Speaking and Listening 23
Reading Informational Text (sorted) 7
Reading Literature (sorted) 7 Total 128
Speaking and Listening (sorted) 8 )
Writing (sorted) 9




NY Grades 6-8 / English-Japanese

Updated May 24, 2026

Reading Literature

Grade

Student note / use

theme
characterization

protagonist
antagonist

motivation
conflict

internal conflict

external conflict

trait
development
relationship
point of view

first-person
third-person

narrator
structure
flashback

foreshadowing
symbolism

tone

figurative language
dynamic character
static character
suspense

chapter

Reading Informational Text
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bigidea developed across
atext

how an author develops a
character

main character in a text
character or force
opposing the protagonist
reason a character acts
internal or external
struggle

struggle within a
character

struggle between
character and outside
force

quality that describes a
character

how a character changes
over time

connection between
characters

perspective from which a
story s told

narration using | or we
narration using he she
they or names

voice telling the story
how a text is organized

scene that returns to an
earlier time

clue about what may
happen later

use of symbols to suggest
ideas

author attitude toward the
subject

nonliteral language such
as simile and metaphor

character who changes in
meaningful ways

character who stays
mostly the same

feeling of uncertainty that
keeps readers interested

major division of a longer
literary text

Student note / use

central idea
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6-8

Priority

Core

main concept developed
through a text
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supporting detall

evidence
inference

summary

objective summary
example

relevant
irrelevant
elaboration
claim
argument
reason
counterclaim
bias

source

primary source
secondary source

Citation

credible

text structure
chronological order

problem and solution

citation
reliable source

bias

Language and Vocabulary
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detail that develops a
central idea

specific proof from the text
idea formed from clues
and reasoning

brief statement of key
ideas

summary without opinion
specific instance used as
support

closely connected to the
topic

not connected to the main
point

added explanation that
deepens an idea

main pointan author tries
to prove

claim supported by
reasons and evidence

statement that supports a
claim

opposing claim addressed
by a writer

one-sided view or
preference

text or media used for
information

original firsthand source
source that explains or
interprets another source
reference to a source or
exactwords

believable and
dependable

pattern used to organize
ideas

information arranged by
time sequence

text structure showing an
issue and how it is
addressed

reference to where
evidence comes from
source that can be trusted
for accurate information
one-sided point of view
that may affect a source

Student note / use

sentence
clause

St

=

Page 2 of 10

6-5
6-8

Priority

complete unit of meaning

group of words with a
subject and verb
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phrase ) < 6-8 group of words without a
full clause

independent clause  J437#s E<hoED 6-8 clause that can stand
alone

dependent clause =3z Lo >2<{ED 6-8 clause that depends on
another clause

complex sentence ' B BRA 6-8 sentence with an
independent and
dependent clause

compound sentence  &X Lo S 5A 6-8 sentence with two
independent clauses

parallel structure WS ANDTS5ES 6-8 using the same pattern for
balance

verb tense B 1 (DRcAn 6-8 time shown by a verb

pronoun reference READER EWHWLDOL L 6-8 what a pronoun refers to

punctuation AFE <CE3ES 6-8 system of marks in writing

academic vocabulary =B:E#E M<LSTn 6-8 formal words used across
subjects

domain-specificword S BB DE RAPELDSDT 6-8 word mainly used in one
subject area

connotation =1 HA 6-8 feeling or association a
word carries

denotation T v 6-8 literal dictionary meaning

nuance ZaFVR CoBAT 6-8 small shade of meaning

synonym REFE3 L5ED 6-8 word with a similar
meaning

antonym REE RAWS 6-8 word with an opposite
meaning

analogy et 20T 6-8 comparison showing a
relationship

root SER T h 6-8 base part carrying word
meaning

prefix R BoE50 6-8 word part at the beginning

suffix ERR cantodV 6-8 word part at the end

complex sentence -0 B BRA 6-8 sentence with an
independent clause and
one or more dependent
clauses

comma v~ ThE 6-8 punctuation mark used to
separate parts of a
sentence

colon any Z3h 6-8 punctuation mark used
before a list or explanation

connotation & B 6-8 feeling or idea a word
suggests beyond its
definition

denotation T L 6-8 literal dictionary meaning
of a word

Writing

Grade Priority Student note / use

thesis e Lo sAThA 6-8 main controlling idea of a
piece

outline e ISRV &S 6-8 plan showing writing
structure

Page 3 of 10
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draft TE Llehie 6-8 working version before
revision

revise AT B TWI5TB 6-8 improve ideas structure
and clarity

edit BIEY % I5EFWT S 6-8 correct errors in
conventions

coherence — Bk Vo DAEL 6-8 logical flow of ideas

organization 1ERY 250 6-8 overall arrangement of
writing

introduction HA L3> 6-8 opening section of a piece

conclusion =0 BN 6-8 ending that closes the
piece

transition B OV &S HFA 6-8 word or phrase linking
ideas

precise language MR S TEMBIER 6-8 carefully chosen exact
wording

textual evidence AL DAL BEARADTAE & 6-8 quoted or paraphrased
support from a text

analysis DT SAEE 6-8 close explanation of how
evidence supports an idea

commentary ER Z5&2 6-8 writer explanation
following evidence

argumentative writing iz AL &35 6-8 writing that defends a
claim

informative writing SEBARY S HEOHNTERAL &S 6-8 writing that explains a
topic clearly

narrative writing B HDAD SA 6-8 writing that tells a
sequence of events

claimand evidence  F®REIRH LobsSEThAE& 6-8 pairing a claim with
supporting proof

reasoning RIBAELEA ZA0DTEEDHL 6-8 thinking that connects
evidence to a claim

formal style PRI/ 30K FULETERRALL 6-8 appropriate academic
tone for school writing

paraphrase Sz WLANZ 6-8 restate information in new
words

graphic organizer BERIPY Lz5tnng 6-8 visual tool for planning
ideas and relationships
before drafting

peer review i 252045 6-8 feedback from another
studenton a draft

revision strategy RO FTWISDESES 6-8 deliberate way to improve
a draft

counterclaim RNER AN A 6-8 opposing claim
considered in an
argument

elaboration VNG <HLWEDSHL 6-8 added explanation that
develops an idea or
evidence

concluding statement  #0'Dx DITVDRA 6-8 sentence or sentences
that bring writing to a
close

Speaking and Listening

Page 4 of 10
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Grade

Student note / use

discussion
collaborate
build on
clarify
probe

respond
acknowledge

interpretation
perspective
seminar

turn and talk

presentation

audience
claim
multimedia
visual aid
medium
evaluate

relevance

persuasive technique

tone of voice
discussion norm

credibility
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shared talk about ideas or
texts

work with others
productively

add to another speaker
idea

make an idea easier to
understand

ask follow-up questions
for deeper thinking
answer or react to an idea
show that another point
was heard

understanding of a text or
idea

particular way of viewing
something

structured academic
discussion

brief partner discussion
during a lesson

planned oral
communication for an
audience

people receiving the
message

main point stated in a
presentation

mix of text images sound
orvideo

image chart or slide that
supports speaking
channel used to
communicate information
judge quality or
effectiveness

importance to the
purpose or topic

method used to influence
an audience

how voice helps
communicate meaning
agreed expectation for
productive academic talk
quality of being believable
and trustworthy
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Language and Vocabulary (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

connotation & Bl 6-8 feeling or idea a word
suggests beyond its
definition

denotation 2k br3 6-8 literal dictionary meaning
of a word

academic vocabulary ~%&:E&# ML LS 6-8 formal words used across
subjects

analogy ot 3T 6-8 comparison showing a
relationship

antonym REE RFAWS 6-8 word with an opposite
meaning

connotation =7 A 6-8 feeling or association a
word carries

denotation T LE 6-8 literal dictionary meaning

domain-specificword  HE4EE DA BARELDSDT 6-8 word mainly used in one
subject area

nuance Za7V2R KwHAT 6-8 small shade of meaning

prefix e #oE50 6-8 word part at the beginning

root E1R >z 6-8 base part carrying word
meaning

suffix ER castodV 6-8 word part at the end

synonym EiE=3 E5ET 6-8 word with a similar
meaning

colon mlubY ZBh 6-8 punctuation mark used
before a list or explanation

comma Vv ThE 6-8 punctuation mark used to
separate parts of a
sentence

complex sentence 8T < BA 6-8 sentence with an
independent clause and
one or more dependent
clauses

clause i D 6-8 group of words with a
subject and verb

complex sentence ' B RA 6-8 sentence with an
independentand
dependent clause

compound sentence  &X US> SA 6-8 sentence with two
independent clauses

dependent clause it men Lw>2<#D 6-8 clause that depends on
another clause

independent clause 170 E<HoED 6-8 clause that can stand
alone

parallel structure bzl ANDTS5ES 6-8 using the same pattern for
balance

phrase G < 6-8 group of words without a
full clause

pronoun reference  RAFDER EWHNLDL L 6-8 what a pronoun refers to

punctuation BFE <E3135 6-8 system of marks in writing

sentence x Rh 6-8 complete unit of meaning

verb tense S Cegn 6-8 time shown by a verb

Page 6 of 10
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Reading Informational Text (sorted)

Grade Priority Student note / use

argument EE ZAL&S 6-8 claim supported by
reasons and evidence

bias ) ek D 6-8 one-sided view or
preference

citation 51/ WAES 6-8 reference to a source or
exact words

claim e Less> 6-8 main point an author tries
to prove

counterclaim RYER FAcWWITA 6-8 Useful opposing claim addressed
by a writer

credible EET=5 LASWTES 6-8 believable and
dependable

primary source — KRB WELLD &S 6-8 original firsthand source

reason e Dip> 6-8 B stetementthat supports a
claim

secondary source TRER KLLb &> 6-8 source that explains or
interprets another source

source ar LD&> 6-8 text or media used for
information

text structure X &S RALESTSES 6-8 pattern used to organize
ideas

central idea FDHRE X 505 LATERDADZ 6-8 main concept developed
through a text

elaboration =AY <hHLWEDSHL 6-8 added explanation that
deepensan idea

evidence R4 ThE& 6-8 specific proof from the text

example S AN 6-8 specific instance used as
support

inference e FTNBA 6-8 idea formed from clues
and reasoning

irrelevant BIRHR L A DR LY 6-8 not connected to the main
point

objective summary  EEHEH EpoNATELSPL 6-8 summary without opinion

relevant BIEND MANADS 2 6-8 closely connected to the
topic

summary E2N £59< 6-8 brief statement of key
ideas

supporting detall XY B LLgaLE5E0 6-8 detail that develops a
central idea

bias ) Ak D 6-8 one-sided point of view
that may affect a source

citation HI=ES= WAESD&S5E 6-8 reference to where
evidence comes from

reliable source EETE ZBERR LASWTZ3L&51E51F 68 source that can be trusted

Ao for accurate information

chronological order B R3IIE CHWhoCwA 6-8 information arranged by
time sequence

problem and solution % & f#k BARVEDWNFD 6-8 text structure showing an

issue and how itis
addressed

Reading Literature (sorted)

Page 7 of 10
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chapter
figurative language

first-person
flashback

foreshadowing

narrator
point of view

structure
suspense

symbolism
third-person

tone

antagonist
characterization
conflict
development
dynamic character

external conflict

internal conflict

motivation
protagonist
relationship

static character
theme

trait
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Speaking and Listening (sorted)
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Priority

Student note / use

major division of a longer
literary text

nonliteral language such
as simile and metaphor
narration using | or we
scene that returns to an
earlier time

clue about what may
happen later

voice telling the story
perspective from which a
storyis told

how a text is organized
feeling of uncertainty that
keeps readers interested
use of symbols to suggest
ideas

narration using he she
they or names

author attitude toward the
subject

character or force
opposing the protagonist
how an author develops a
character

internal or external
struggle

how a character changes
over time

character who changes in
meaningful ways

struggle between
character and outside
force

struggle within a
character

reason a character acts
main character in a text

connection between
characters
character who stays
mostly the same

big idea developed across
atext

quality that describes a
character

Student note / use

acknowledge

build on
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show that another point
was heard

add to another speaker
idea
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clarify
collaborate
discussion
discussion norm
interpretation
perspective
probe

respond
seminar

turn and talk
audience

claim

credibility

evaluate

medium

multimedia
persuasive technique

presentation

relevance
tone of voice

visual aid
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make an idea easier to
understand

work with others
productively

shared talk about ideas or
texts

agreed expectation for
productive academic talk
understanding of a text or
idea

particular way of viewing
something

ask follow-up questions
for deeper thinking
answer or react to an idea
structured academic
discussion

brief partner discussion
during a lesson

people receiving the
message

main point stated in a
presentation

quality of being believable
and trustworthy

Jjudge quality or
effectiveness

channel used to
communicate information
mix of text images sound
orvideo

method used to influence
an audience

planned oral
communication for an
audience

importance to the
purpose or topic

how voice helps
communicate meaning
image chart or slide that
supports speaking

Student note / use

analysis
argumentative writing
claim and evidence
commentary

concluding statement

4307

AL 3L

TR CARHL

ER

BUODX

ShtEE

5L & DA

Lwbsd>ElASL

i =Y)

HTVDIA

Page 9 of 10

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

6-8

Priority

close explanation of how
evidence supports an idea

writing that defends a
claim

pairing a claim with
supporting proof
writer explanation
following evidence
sentence or sentences

that bring writing to a
close
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counterclaim

elaboration

formal style
informative writing
narrative writing
paraphrase
reasoning

textual evidence

coherence
conclusion

draft

edit

graphic organizer
introduction
organization
outline

peer review
precise language
revise

revision strategy
thesis

transition
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opposing claim
considered in an
argument

added explanation that
develops an idea or
evidence

appropriate academic
tone for school writing
writing that explains a
topic clearly

writing that tells a
sequence of events
restate information in new
words

thinking that connects
evidence to a claim
quoted or paraphrased
support from a text
logical flow of ideas
ending that closes the
piece

working version before
revision

correcterrorsin
conventions

visual tool for planning
ideas and relationships
before drafting

opening section of a piece
overall arrangement of
writing

plan showing writing
structure

feedback from another
student on a draft
carefully chosen exact
wording

improve ideas structure
and clarity

deliberate way to improve
adraft

main controlling idea of a
piece

word or phrase linking
ideas
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